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As our business grows and develops, we’re constantly looking to 
improve our offering and service to help our clients successfully run 
their own businesses. There are a number of ways we do this. 

One is to continually improve the quality 
of our product lines. We do this by working 
closely with our existing suppliers, providing 
technical assistance and feedback to help 
them develop and improve their products. Or 
sometimes we look for an alternative supplier.

Another way to improve is by looking for new 
products which will be of value in the New 
Zealand market. Again, this may mean picking 
up new products from existing suppliers or 
developing relationships with new suppliers.

A.R.I. Flow Control Accessories is an Israeli 
company that is well-known in the New 
Zealand irrigation industry. With over 40 years 
of industry experience, A.R.I. is a leading 
manufacturer and solutions provider for the 
protection of pipeline systems worldwide. 
The company manufactures and markets a 
complete line of air valves and check valves, 
as well as providing software analysis for 
surge and air valve sizing and placement.

A.R.I. has recently acquired Ooval, a major Israeli 
manufacturer of metal and plastic control 
valves for the irrigation, industrial and fire 
markets. With this acquisition, A.R.I intends 
to expand the product range and provide 
innovative solutions, with the aim of becoming 
a significant player in the control valve market.

A.R.I. remains kibbutz-owned and is one of 
the few Israeli manufacturers that hasn’t 
sold to overseas interests. This means the 
emphasis is still placed on the quality and 
technical capabilities of the product (rather 
than just the marketing) as the people 
involved care deeply about the products 
they manufacture and their success.

We see a lot of common values and goals in 
our businesses and believe A.R.I. will be a 
great partner for WSP, so we are pleased to 
announce we have entered into a distribution 
agreement covering their full product range.

In addition to being New Zealand’s largest 
distributor of Dorot valves, we will distribute 
the new range of A.R.I. Eliptix control valves 
on an exclusive basis and will also distribute 
the complete A.R.I. air valve range into 
the irrigation, industrial, waterworks and 
wastewater markets. This includes a number 
of new product releases which we are 
excited to be launching in New Zealand.

Initial stocks will arrive in November and we’ll 
have the full range available by the start of 
2017. Product data sheets are now available 
on our website www.watersupply.co.nz.

Martin Payne - General Manager

New products in the pipeline
A.R.I. Eliptix control valves & combination air valves.
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WSP at Water New Zealand 
National Conference
Water New Zealand’s annual conference opened in Rotorua on October 19. This event is a  
big deal for the municipal water and waste industries, with about 1000 delegates and 300 
trade-related trade people attending. 

Water New Zealand is a national not-for-profit 
organisation which promotes the sustainable 
management and development of New Zealand’s 
fresh water, waste water and storm water.

Water Supply Products had a trade-stand at this year’s  
event, with Mike Stapleton and Matt Clayton on duty.  

It was a chance to show off our range of filtration systems, 
control valves and industrial-grade water meters. This 
has become an important part of our business over 
the past few years and continues to grow. Brands such 
as Amiad, ARI, Dorot, Arad & Krohne have given us a 
range of quality products that service this market.  

Martin jumps off Sky Tower
In September Martin Payne participated in ‘Drop Your Boss’ and called 
on friends, family and colleagues to sponsor him to Sky-jump off 
Auckland’s Sky Tower. This involved a 192m plunge at up to 85 km/h! 

This was a fundraiser for the Graeme Dingle Foundation which helps young people 
transition through school-based programmes (including Project K, Kiwi Can, Stars 
and Career Navigator) to establish a strong platform for their adult life and career. 

The life experiences that our youth regularly face are fraught with difficulties,  
so to replicate that feeling of going out of your comfort zone ‘Drop Your Boss’ 
evolved. Martin raised $4078 towards a nationwide total of $48,257 for this year’s 
event, which will help fund another year of thoroughly worthwhile programmes run 
by the Foundation.
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During the May to July quiet season, we encouraged our readers to spend 
some of their indoor time productively by running our Hunter Online Training 
promotion. This involved signing up to Hunter’s online training portal 
and completing the 10 technician level courses before the end of July. 

All qualifying trainees were entered 
into a draw to win an iPad. In addition 
to this, any of our clients who referred 
their staff members or clients to the 
training programme and were named 
in the WSPHOT report ID, also qualified 
for the draw to win a second iPad. 

We are pleased to report that Andrew 
Bott (top photo) of Freeman Irrigation 
in Christchurch was the lucky winner of 

the iPad and his referrer, Phil Hudson 
(bottom photo - also of Freeman Irrigation), 
was the recipient of the second one. 
Congratulations and I hope your kids 
are letting you use them occasionally! 

We would also like to congratulate all 
the other trainees who completed the 10 
courses by the due date. You will receive a 
consolation prize of a set of Hunter work 
gloves when our promotional gear arrives.

We will soon stock the Irritec FertiClick liquid-fertiliser 
injector which can accurately inject liquid concentrate into 
the irrigation pipeline. 

There are two models: Bypass & Pump.

• The Bypass Fertyclick uses a venturi 
injector to inject the concentrate into 
the mains pipeline. The venturi injector 
is controlled by a solenoid valve.

• The Pump Fertyclick uses a 
small 12VDC pump to inject the 
concentrate into the mains pipeline. 

You can control the injection rate 
either as a percentage of the total 
water passing through, or as a volume, 
by using the selector dial. When the 
percentage method is selected, a pulse 
water meter must be installed upstream 

on the irrigation mainline. The minimum 
mainline flow rate is 130 litres per 
hour, with suction flow rates of 80-
350 litres per hour of concentrate.     

This is a reasonably simple method of 
fertiliser injection into irrigation pipelines 
and gives the user the chance to “dial 
up” the required suction rate, as opposed 
to standard proportional injectors 
and venturi injectors which are more 
difficult for the person to calibrate. 

Power supply is 12 or 24 volt DC 
(ie battery) so remote installation 
is possible. Talk to your WSP 
salesperson for more information. 

Irritec Fertyclick Fertiliser injector

EDI invoices now available
We can now supply invoices and credits in EDI format to those who are interested.

EDI stands for Electronic Data Interchange 
(apparently). This is geek-talk for transferring data 
from one computer to another without us humans 
getting involved. It’s also the beginning of computers 
taking over the world. If you have this capability 
and want to use it, let us know what format you’re 

using and we’ll send all our invoices and credit notes 
directly through this system. 

If you don’t know what I’m talking about (and let’s 
face it, I don’t either) just carry on as usual!

NEW

Results of Hunter Online Training Promotion
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Terrace View Vineyard in Maraekakaho is 30 minutes inland from 
Hastings. It covers 150ha and its irrigation system has a duty of 
105m³/hr at 7 bar to feed integral pressure compensated dripline.  
Water is sourced from the Ngaruroro 
River but supply is often restricted in 
summer just when it’s needed most. 
The longest lock out imposed by the 
Regional Council has been six weeks. 
The vineyard needed a back-up plan 
to extract and store river water.

WaterForce Hastings was asked 
to build a lined 90,000m³ storage 
dam designed for a seven week 
irrigation buffer, plus a new 
pumping system into the dam and 
out to the irrigation system. 

This led to an issue with filtration. 
Extracting river water has its own 
filtration challenges, but once the 
water sits in a dam for several months, 
algae and other critters add to the mix. 
The vineyard’s integral dripline requires 
debris greater than 130 microns to 
be removed. WaterForce asked Brent 
Loader at WSP for technical help 
in choosing the filtration system. 

Brent specified a new generation 
Amiad Sigma filtration system.  
Two Amiad Sigma 6000 filters were 
installed in parallel. Each filter is 
capable of filtering 120m3/hr and 
having two filters means the 105m3/
hr duty is split between them. If the 
debris loading is excessive, each 
filter is running at less than half its 

maximum flow rate. The Sigma 6000 
has a polymeric body, coarse screens 
followed by fine screens inside it and 
a suction scanner system for back-
flushing. This is triggered by pressure 
differential which registers when 
the screens are getting clogged and 
initiates a flushing cycle. The control 
system can operate on DC power if 
you don’t have mains power available. 
Incidentally, the polymeric body and 
non-metallic internals means it can 
be used for brackish water too. 

The Sigma 6000 has several benefits. 
Each unit has 6000cm² of filtration 
area and is very cost effective. The 
system has a comparatively small 
footprint, and the two filters in this 
project came from Amiad Israel 
complete with the inlet and outlet 
manifolds. The lightweight bodies 
and manifolds make the system 
easier to man-handle into position.    

The other benefit involves the 
inbuilt suction scanners that clean 
the surface of the screens. During 
flushing, each filter still sends most 
of its water out to be irrigated, so the 
flow and pressure isn’t interrupted.      

For more information on the Amiad 
Sigma or any other filtration 
system, talk to WSP today.

Filtration of Hawke’s Bay vineyard Brent Loader
Those of you in 
the North Island’s  
southeast have the 
joy of Brent Loader as your WSP 
representative. Many other customers 
will also know him as he’s been with 
Water Supply Products since 2006.

Brent’s current passion is beekeeping, 
although he has about a 12 month 
attention span for his passions. 
Originally it was rugby, then dirt-
biking, cycling and sailing. He can now 
discuss beekeeping for hours on end.  

Brent and his wife, Sarah, recently 
welcomed their second son, Gus, 
to their family – a little brother for 
Zach. The boys are not allowed out 
of the house because with eight 
beehives in their small back yard it is 
far too dangerous. Outdoor playtime 
involves a trip to the local park 
without the fear of attack by bees.

Brent joined WSP almost immediately 
after graduating from Massey University 
(with an Ag Science degree) and has 
spent the last 10 years learning and 
absorbing as much information as 
possible from colleagues and clients. 
He has a real passion for the irrigation 
industry and takes great pride in his 
integrity and the relationships he 
builds. Brent goes above and beyond 
what the role requires and can 
often be found troubleshooting and 
helping clients during his own time.

Brent loves, and is incredibly proud, 
to live in Hawke’s Bay. Peel off that 
black and white Magpies’ jersey 
though and you’ll find it’s the green 
and red of the Wairarapa Bush 
where his true allegiance lies.


