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As we shiver through the colder months of the year, WSP is gearing up for 
the coming summer. Our sales guys are away getting factory training, our 
purchasing crew is lining up the containers of product, and the store guys are 
trying to find space to get that product on the shelf.

Speaking of shelf space, to try 
and create more storage we 
are shifting our Christchurch 
operation into a new, larger 
warehouse. We had hoped 
to move during the slower 
months but we now expect 
to be shifting in during the 
busier period. We expect that 
any interruption will be no 
longer than a week and we’ll 
do our utmost to ensure

our service is maintained. 
We trust you will bear with 
us through any hiccups.

Our focus is always on our 
clients and we try hard to 
provide the best service 
through assistance with 
specification, technical support 
and prompt and accurate 
product supply. On that note, 
if you do have a unique or 
particularly large job on the 

horizon, please do talk to us 
about it. Lead times on some 
products can be extensive 
and we are keen to work with 
you to ensure the product 
is available when you need 
it so there are no delays.

Thank you for your continued 
support as we look forward 
to another season in 
water in New Zealand.

Jason
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Onward & Upward 

WSP Cap Brings Good Luck
This is what happens when you wear a WSP  
cap when you’re fishing. 

Darron Crawford, from Waterworks Irrigation, used his lucky cap 
(and a little bit of skill) to land this 1.2m yellow tailed kingfish off 
the coast of Gulf Harbour recently. 

The moral of the story? Who needs a fancy boat plus all the rods, 
reels, jigs, live baits and tracers when all you really need is a WSP 
cap! Well done Darron.

WIN WITH WSP 
Enter our multi-choice 
competition 
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Hunter G885 Golf  
& Large Turf Sprinkler
One of the main issues with golf irrigation is how to get water across the  
entire surface of a golf green – a distance which can span over 20m.  
The same applies to bowling greens and equestrian arenas. 

The Hunter G885 pop-up sprinkler is 
designed with this in mind. Suitable 
for radii from 13m to over 27m (ie 
diameters of 26m-54m), this sprinkler 
offers great uniformity. It has three 
separate nozzles (primary, secondary 
and tertiary); each nozzle disperses 
water to a different part of the overall 
throw to maximise uniformity. There 
are 12 primary nozzles to choose 
from (sold separately) and a further 
nine low-angle nozzles. Please note 
that at the higher radii this sprinkler 
is quite thirsty, and really needs 
around 5 bar pressure if the radius is 
expected to be greater than 20m. 

The sprinkler has an adjustable arc 
so it can be used on the sides of 
golf greens. Adjustment of the arc 
can be made in the same manner as 
all other Hunter sprinklers. In most 
instances all three nozzles face in 
the same direction. However, with 
a tweak this can be changed so 
the primary nozzle aims forward 
while the other two smaller nozzles 
are behind, providing “rooster tail” 
coverage. As with other Hunter 
sprinklers, this comes with standard 
pressure-port technology meaning 
the pressure of the smaller nozzles is 
reduced to maintain a bigger droplet 
and prevent excessive misting.  

The sprinkler comes either as a stand-
alone standard sprinkler (G85B model), 
or a valve-in-head sprinkler (G885E 
model) where the 24vac solenoid valve 
is built into a compartment on the side 
of the body. In the latter configuration, 
the sprinkler comes with an adjustable 
pressure regulator too, to ensure all 
your sprinklers operate at the same 
pressure. For decoder control systems 
the decoder can be installed safely 
inside this solenoid compartment.  

The sprinkler comes with an acme 
thread at the base. The standard 
G85B sprinkler has a 32mm acme 
thread and the valve-in-head G885E 

sprinkler has a 40mm acme thread. 
This means our Hunter swing joints 
with acme connections can screw 
directly into the sprinkler. For the 
bigger nozzles with higher flow rates, 
a 40mm diameter swing joint is 
recommended. An acme to BSP bush 
is available for retrofit situations. 

For more information just call us, 
or google “Hunter G885” which will 
take you to the Hunter Industries 
website. If you are considering using 
this sprinkler please check that you 
have enough flow and pressure to 
operate it. You’ll be able to determine 
this from the nozzle chart. 

Proudly 100% New Zealand owned and operated.

Alexey emigrated to New Zealand from 
Vladivostock in south east Russia 15 years ago. 
With his wife of 30 years, Olga, and their son, 
he now owns a house in Auckland. His small 
home watering system is his pride and joy. 

Alexey’s role at WSP is to help customers in the 
industrial, filtration and valve sectors of our 
business and he has decades of very interesting 
experience. He is the third generation of his 

family to work as marine engineers, having lived 
at a naval base in Vladivostok where he looked 
after high pressure hydraulic equipment for 
nuclear reactors for naval submarines. Later he 
worked at a nuclear power station in the north 
east of Russia as a duty engineer, responsible 
for maintaining the systems and responding 
to system alerts. In his own words, he has 
spent all his life working on valves, controls, 
automatics, filtration and “similar stuff”.

Alexey Papyshev
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Drip tape (different from dripline) is a very thin-walled product 
generally used in perennial crops such as strawberries, cut 
flowers and vegetables. During the crop’s lifetime, the drip tape 
is expected to get damaged by machinery and people, so lasts 
no longer than the relatively short lifetime of the crop. 

Our drip tape is available in 16mm 
diameter (the most common) and 
22mm diameter for extra-long crop 
row lengths. The bigger diameter 
means we can get more water down 
it, so it can accommodate more 
drippers and the rows can be longer. 

The biggest confusion is getting the 
tape’s diameter muddled with its wall 
thickness. This is because the tape’s 
wall thickness is referred to in “mils” (an 
American term) which people confuse 
with mm. Our 16mm diameter drip tape 
is available in various wall thicknesses; 
6 mil (very thin), 8 mil, 12 mil and 15 
mil. A thicker wall is expected to last 
longer. The “mil” means thousandths 
of an inch so 8 mil is 8/1000 of an 
inch. That’s just over 0.2mm thick!

Because it is so thin, drip tape must be 
operated at very low pressure; between 
30 kPa and 100kPa (5-14 psi). T-tape 
has a seam down its length; if the 
irrigation system’s pressure is too high 
the tape will peel apart along this seam. 
If a grower complains that the tape 
has split, it will invariably have been 
subject to pressures that are too high. 
Our Irritec i-Tape is extruded without a 
seam which is beneficial but must still 
be operated below 1 bar pressure. This 
low-pressure requirement means the 
operator can save money on pumping 
costs, since the farm pump can deliver 
high flow rates to irrigate a large area, 
while operating at very low pressures. 
If the water pressure is higher than 
100kPa (1 bar) then a pressure-
regulating valve must be installed. 

The tape seeps water via its drip-
emitters which are spaced evenly 
depending on the model. 4” tape has an 
emitter extruded into the wall of the 

tape every 4 inches (100mm). Drip tape 
generally has emitters close together 
to create a wetted strip for intensively 
planted crops. The Irritec i-Tape has 
a “labyrinth emitter”, meaning the 
water must travel through a labyrinth 
before it escapes through the hole to 
the crop. This reduces the chance of 
sedimentation by keeping the water 
turbulent as it goes through the outlet.  

The flow rate of drip tape is referred 
to in terms of how many litres it uses 
per 100 metres of tape. For example 
our code TT0808-500 means that 
the tape has an 8 mil wall thickness 
x 8” between drippers x 500 litres 
per hour per 100 metres of tape. This 
particular roll is 2300 metres long. 
The code TT0612-170 means the 
tape has a 6 mil wall thickness, is 12” 
between emitters, and produces 170 
litres per hour per 100 metres. This 
way the grower can determine how 
much water they are applying per row 
length of crop, instead of working it 
out via how many drippers they have. 

Because of all these variables we 
end up with quite a range of options. 
We have both T-Tape by Rivulis and 
i-Tape by Irritec. Both are well-known 
brands. Irritec has spent significant 
time and money creating a very good 
product. You can find them on pg 40 
of our current 2015 Price Book. 

Drip Tape for Dummies

His hobbies include physics, gardening 
and cooking. In the former USSR he 
held a naval diving certificate. In his 
youth he was a keen judo player and 
earned himself the grade of 3rd Dan – 
the equivalent of three black belts! He 
is perpetually eager to learn which he 
says “charges his batteries”.  

Alexey is multilingual and can speak 
in Russian/Ukrainian, Belorussian 
and in some other Slavic languages. 
He is also able to translate, read 
and speak a little bit of French and 
Italian. So if you’re having trouble 
understanding him on the phone, you 
could always try a different language!

It’s the time of year for great 
skiing but, it can be hazardous 
for ball valves. 

The problem occurs when water that’s 
locked inside a closed ball valve freezes. 
It then expands and cracks the valve 
like a ripe tomato. The water-to-ice 
expansion is extremely damaging. Gate 
valves are not always safe either. Any 
water within the mechanism that freezes 
can cause major damage. 

Therefore, it’s important to choose the 
right ball valve for your winter conditions. 
Our Ice Ball Valves are designed for 
temperatures as low as -30°C and are 
capable of handling even the harshest 
frost in New Zealand.

The valves are manufactured by Plastica 
Alfa in Italy, where freezing conditions 
and snow are part of life. It comes with 
a larger orifice than most standard ball 
valves, which helps flow rates. You can 
choose male/female BSP from 15mm to 
50mm diameters, and female/female BSP 
from 15mm to 100mm diameters.

Plastica Alfa won’t divulge what material 
these valves are made from, only to 
say it’s a “specific polymer capable of 
tolerating extremely low temperatures 
and withstanding damage”. Regardless 
of a product’s strength, the problems 
arise when water turns to ice and 
expands. The polymer these valves are 
constructed from is flexible enough to 
allow for this volume expansion.

The Ice Ball Valve is significantly cheaper 
than equivalent-sized Nyglass ball valves 
and we have plenty of most sizes in 
stock. Rated to 16 bar, this is a great 
valve to choose for any situation where 
freezing conditions might be expected.       

These will be in our new Price Book 
which will be circulated soon. But in  
the meantime, please talk to your 
friendly WSP rep or phone us for  
pricing information and stock levels.

Ice Valves for 
Icy Conditions

Left: Irritec tape 

Below: cutaway 
view
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AUCKLAND OFFICE
74 McLaughlins Road, Wiri 
Auckland 2104 
Phone: (09) 916 0094

CHRISTCHURCH OFFICE
71 Halwyn Drive, Hei Hei 
Christchurch 8042 
Phone: (03) 348 1293

www.watersupply.co.nz

The draw will be made in the next few weeks and we will send  
the prizes out to you. We can’t make things too easy, so the 
correct answers to the following questions can be found in any  
of the past eight newsletters or in this newsletter. 
You can find our past newsletters on our website at  
www.watersupply.co.nz

Circle the correct answer to each question, scan and email back to us at:

wsp@watersupply.co.nz or fax it to us at (09) 916 0095.

Remember to write your name, your company and your email address. Only 
submissions with all 10 correct answers will go in the draw to win. The draw will be 
made randomly without police supervision and we will then notify winners by email.    

1. Krohne Magnetic Flow Meters were 
on the front page of what newsletter? 

a. November 2016

b. February 2017

c. November 2015

d. August 2016

2. Nikki Hampton works at which WSP 
branch (May 2017)? 

a. Auckland

b. Christchurch

c. Fiji

3. Martin jumped off Auckland’s 
Sky Tower because:

a. He’d had enough of dealing  
with customers

b. The All Blacks drew with the Lions

c. He participated in “Drop your Boss” 

d. He didn’t make his monthly budget

4. In this month’s staff profile 
Alexey is from:

a. Moscow

b. Vladivostok

c. Taihape

d. Warsaw

5. Flexibore is discussed in May 2017.  
It is:

a. A type of pump

b. A borehole manifold

c. A hose for boreholes

d. A borehole liner

6. Also in May 2017 Amiad SAF filters:

a. Were likened to a contestant  
on a reality TV show

b. Were used to clean sewage  
water in Taupo

c. Won Car of the Year

d. Changed their body colour 
to purple

7. In February 2017, “Did you know  
we stock…”

a. Air release valves

b. Chocolate fish

c. Garden hoses

d. Fertyclick Fertiliser injectors

8. In our February 2017 staff profile  
Les Underwood:

a. Turned up for his interview  
with a hangover

b. Represented NZ in volleyball for 
three consecutive years

c. Knows we still haven’t made it  
to the moon

d. Follows the Crusaders

9. In August 2016 the ST1600 is a:

a. Toyota Corolla

b. Hunter sprinkler

c. Super Tree 16mm dripline

d. Automatic filter

10. The Arad Octave Twin Beam 
Ultrasonic water meter features in:

a. August 2015

b. August 2016

c. August 2012

d. August 2017

You can win some great prizes by entering our multi-choice 
competition. Just circle the correct answers, email or fax 
your results back to us, and go in the draw to win either a:

• WSP beanie • WSP coffee thermos mug
• Leatherman multi-tool • Hunter wall clock

Win with 
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